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of which one end is connected to an arm 

E e the°V Le uu , derside o£ 3 h **r> 

inid nnin! „ her 1 eud ', s connected to the 
navii o ^ °l a , loo P 01 string or the like 

dec^:birdr; m ;r^fr t h p e n r rily *? ?^**^^\ttf^ &■ 

attracting. wildtwfaS ItSTk^ &heuf ^ 8P T* «P bead Sed^ 
to be shot or ti,_ . .? eni ^ngtHeuiug or shortening the loon «f 60 

string The purpose of the springs to ' 
poll the wing downwa!ds and normally to 

sKlde 3 ^ , re8 ^'o n tiS said ^ 

shoulder and in the horizontal position. ' 
ihe upper side of each wing is also 
sihentlv pnnn»(j is aiso 
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5™$ of *• boiy and upward movement mSn.J *?» " 8 '"spended.- . This ■ . K 
? :- te red t0 tbe bod * and ttc y are 1 ornial y e ds t ^ 1Ch 3re tf vot , ted at their lower 



- 2R fro,« o „ -i 11 ngs are suspended 
.25 troin a suitable support by further 

& v g^««V and «e airaiement is 
• t? h ? 8t ! by altern ately pulling°or other 
. Jise , forcing the body downwards and 

• 30 2 nS-on^ 1 I' Wiu 8 s assume a flap- 
W ping motion, and this, combined with the 
f. do ™ard a„ d upward movements of the 

' ' fhe y hor dUCeS V 1C desired "imuStSi of 
the hovering and settling rao ti 0 n. 

35 nvof eSCr y ,ng now in & rea ter detail the 
preferred manner of carrying out this 

Tho! o 01 \ tl,C is mad '« °* ™° d and 

' vetl V A V Ut 1 , Uteri ? rly 80 as t0 redu <* 
weight At each sule of the Ibody is 

40 ZT ? • Veih ? 1 S , l0t whicu accommo! 
4e hV * riangula r- slia Pecl loop of which 
' ba / e „ 1S lun S- edl .V attached to the inner 



il>» ~ T are maintained in 
the vertical . position by means of miv 
ropes. At the middle portion of the lul 
pendmg cord are arranged two lmbts or 

are l?lt ^ , SprmgS above the ^ings 
fno ° n ' t h, kn ° ts or Projections ser?- 
titl II r t the Upper res;iien t connec- 
>Z jy e * d ! ne apart when tbe decoy is 
operated as hereinafter explained. . * 

wKipJ? C0DSists ° f a centra l Portion 
nnl lLl A" 3 ?. cont) aaat,on of the body 

lo the Ibody on a common pivot at their 
mner ends. Thus, the tail is S p r 
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n.i «f ti a«««.««5u 10 tne inner 

,'e wing while the apex projects 
-4 IS be ^v the body so that it can be 
-^engaged and held in place by a hook 

fid? lB T r? U ? d 0U S e under "de of thi 
oocij. Ihe body on the outer side of the 
• slo is extended to form a shoulder on 
, ^hich the inner end of the win- rests 
50 ref^d e to rVmf? horizonta ^y" above 
• The underside of each win- i s 

oH^'k H c K onuecte d to the underside 
ot the body by means of a tension cprincr 
\rnce 1/-J 1 0 
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. • f«e lun is spread fan- 

se by swingmg the plates outwards on 
the pivot, and closed by swinging them 
awards . underneath the said"continuT 

•Snsin , P at6S - 8re P Ieve »ted from 
collapsing or opening out accidentally by 

fone °l 1 t r k " P !i tC , V ' - ich is fasten e d 
at one end below the body and presses 

plate's ^ tS ° ther Pad ° n t0 the ta «-:. i ' 
n f , rin K hangs down from about the mid- 

*S e underside of the body, and - - ' ^ 
attached thereto is an . operating corj - f ■ ■ 
which passes through the eye of a spike > ' - 
driven into the ground beneath the decoy. 105 ; * 
In operation the operator conceals him- 
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self at a distance and pulls the operating 
cord, thereby pulling the body oi the 
decoy downwards against the tension of 
the springs and causing the wings to 
5 become upwardly inclined towards one 
another. Then, upon tne operator relax- 
ing his pull, the springs acting on the 
lower sides of the wings pull the win^s 
downwards and the body simultaneously 

10 rises. The said knots or projections on 
the suspending rope prevents spreading of 
the suspending springs. By repeatedly 
drawing down the body and relaxing it 
the desired hovering and settling motions 

15 are imitated as will be well understood. 



The wings and tail-plates are preferably 
made of aluminiuin. 

Tiie decoy is readily assembled, and can 
be packed up into small compass for 
transport purposes merely by unhooking 20 
and removing the wings anil folding in 
the tail-plates. The sa'id standards are 
also made collapsible, thereby facilitating 
transport. 

Dated the :30th day of August, 1932. 
GEE & Co., 
Patent Agents, 
Staple House. 51 and 52 Chancery Lane, 
London AWC. 2, 
Agents for the Applicant. 



COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
Improvements in Decoys. 



I, Arthur Horace Penis, a British 
Subject, of 34, Wilton Cieseent, London, 
S.W. 1, do hereby declare the nature of 
this invention and in what manner the 
same is to be performed, to be particularly 
30 described and ascertained in and by the 
following statement :« — 

This invention relates to decoys, and is 
intended for application primarily to 
decoy- birds employed for the purpose of 
attracting wild-fowl and enabling them 
to be shot or ensnared. Decoy Ibirds 
mechanically operated and haviug flap- 
ping wings have heretofore been pro- 
posed. The chief object of this inven- 
_ tion is to provide an improved decoy-bird 
40 which can be made to simulate closely the 
action of a wood pigeon or other wild- 
fowl hovering or about to settle. 

According to this invention, the decoy 
is suspended by means of resilient devices 
from above and the decoy is constructed 
so that downward movement of the body 
and upward movement of the wings 
take place simultaneously whereby the 
hovering and settling motions of the bird 
are closely imitated. 

The wings are preferably detaehably 
secured to the body and they are normally 
held in a position of horizontally or 
thereabouts by any suitable means, 
preferably by resilient devices. The 
resilient devices suspending the decoy are 
preferably connected at one end to the 
wings and at the "other end to a support- 
ing cord or the like so that the arrange- 
ment is such that by alternately pulling 
or otherwise forcing the' body downwards 
and then releasing it the wings assume a 
flapping motion, and this, combined with 
the downward and upward movements of 
65 the body, produces the desired simulation 
of the hovering and settling motion. 
The body of the decoy is conveniently 
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provided with a ring or eye to receive one 
end of a cord iby means of which the 
decoy can be manually operated. 

In order that this invention may be the 
more clearly understood and readily 
carried into effect, I will proceed to 
describe the same with reference to the 
accompanying dra\t ings, which illustrate 
by way oi example and not of limitation 
(he preferred constructional form of this 
invention, and in winch 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illus- 
trating the complete decoy bird assembly, 
according to this invention. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the 
decoy bird. 

Figure 3 is a plan of the decoy, and 

Figure 4 is an underpl.au view of the 
same. 

Figure 5 is a transverse section through 
the body of the decoy bird and 

Figure G is a partial longitudinal sec- 
tion through the same, both of these 
Figures showing the method of mounting 
the wings. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the 
wing structure. 

Referring now to the drawings, the 
decoy shown therein is readily assembled 
and dismantled and is of light weight. 
The body a of the decoy is made of wood 
and is hollowed out interiorly as at a 1 
(Figure 5) so as to reduce weight. At 
each side of the body is formed a vertical 
slot ft' 2 which accommodates a triangular- 
shaped loop h of which the base is 
hingedly attached as at b l to the iirner 
end of the wing c, while the apex pro- 
jects slightly below the body (see Figures 
2, 5 and 0), so that it can be engaged and • 
held in place bv a hook d which is pivoted 
on the underside of the body a (see Figure 
4). The body on the outer side of the 
slot is extended to form a shoulder a? 
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(Figures 2 and 5) on which the iuner end 
of the wing c rests, thus preserving the 
hori/.ontality above referred to and pre- 
venting the wings sloping downwardly. 
5 The underside of each wing c is 
resiliently connected to the underside of 
i he body a by means of a tension spring .s, 
oi: which one end is connected to an arm / 
% { pivoted as at /' on the underside of the 
iiO body a t while the other end is connected 
to tiie mid-point of a loop of string or the 
like g having its ends spread apart and 
connected to the underside of the wing c 
(see Figure 4). The tension of the springs 
j£> e can be adjusted by lengthening or 
shortening the loops 6i string g. The 
purpose of the springs e is to pull the 
tvings c downwards and normally to keep 
their inner ends resting on the said 
20 shoulders and to keep the wings in the 
horizontal position. 

The upper side of each wing c is also 
resilieutly connected to the means 
whereiby the decoy is suspended. This 
25 resilient connection consists of a tension 
spring h provided at its free end with a 
" hook k l and connected at its other end to 
the apex of an inverted \/-shaj)ed wire y, 
the limbs of which are pivoted as at j l at 
30 their lower ends to the upper side of the 
wing c (see Figures 2 and 3). The sus- 
pending means comprises a cord or the 
like k (see Figure 1) stretched at a suit- 
able height ibetween two standards I 
35 which are maintained in the vertical posi- 
tion by means of guy ropes m. Near the 
centre of the suspending cord are 
arranged two knots or projections k l 
between which the hooks k l at the ends of 
40 the springs h above the wings are hooked, 
the knots or projections A: 1 serving to 
prevent the upper resilient connections 
spreading apart when the decoy is 
operated, as hereinafter explained. The 
45 body of the decoy is thus suspended in 
£uch a manner that it is capable of free 
movement. 

The tail consists oi a central portion n 
which forms a continuation of the body a 
50 (see Figure 3) and beneath which two 
plates o are pivoted to the body on a 
common pivot o l at their inner ends. 
Thus, the tail is spread fanwise (by 
v * swinging the plates o outwards on the 
; pivot o\ and closed !by swinging them 
inwards underneath the said continua. 
, tion n. The plates fj are prevented from 
collapsing or opening out accidentally by 
means of a check-plate p which is 
60 fastened at one end as at p 1 below the 
body and presses upwards at its other end 
on to the tail plates o. 

A ring q hangs down from about^the 
mid-point of the underside of the body a 
65 (see Figures 2 and 4), and attached 
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thereto is an operating cord, r (see Figure 
1) which passes through the eye of a spike 
s driven into the ground beueatn the 
decoy. 

In operation the operator conceals him- 70 
self at a distance and pulls the operating 
cord /■, thereby pulling the body a of the 
decoy downwards against the tension of 
the springs c and It and causing the wings 
c to become upwardly inclined towards 
one smother. Then, upon the operator 
relaxing his puii, the springs e acting on 
the lower sides of the wings pall the 
wings c downwards, and the body a 
simultaneously rises. The said knot's or 
projections k l on the suspending rope k 
prevent spreading of the suspending 
springs 1l. By repeatedly drawing down 
the ibody and relaxing' it, the desired 
hovering and settling motions are 
imitated, as will be well understood. 

The wings and tail plates are preferably 
made of aluminium. 

The decoy is readily assembled, and can 
be packed up into small compass for 
transport purposes merely by unhooking 
and removing the wings and folding in 
the tail plates. The said standards are 
also made collapsible, thereby facilitating 
transport. 

Having now particularly described and 
ascertained the nature of my said inven- 
tion and in what manner the same is 
to he performed, I declare that what I 
claim is — ■ 

1. A decoy bird, characterised in that 
the whole device is suspended from above 
oji resilient means and the wings are so 
mounted on and connected with the body 

of the bird that downward movement of 105 
the body and upward movement of the 
wings take place simultaneously, whereby 
the hovering and settling motions of a 
bird are closely imitated. 

2. A docov bird according to Claim 1, 110 
characterised in that the body of the 
decoy is provided with a ring, eye or like 
mean^ to receive one end of a cord iby 
means of which the decoy can Ibe 
manually operated. U5 

3. A decoy according to Claim 1 or 
Claim 2, characterised in that the wings 
nre connected to the body by resilient 
devices which tend to maintain the wings 

in a position of horizontally or there- 120 
abouts. • 

4. A decoy according to Claim 3, char- 
acterised in that the body is provided 
with shoulders which form stops to pre- 
vent the downward movement of- the 125 
wings. 

5. A decoy according to any of the 
preceding Claims 1 to 4, characterised in 
that the resilient devices suspending the 
decoy are connected at one end to the 130 
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wings and at thVbther end to a support- 
■ iug cord or like piembei . 

6. A decoy according to Claim 5, char- 
acterised in that the resilient suspension 

5 means are provided at their upper ends 
with hooks to hook over the supporting 
cord. 

7. A decoy according to Claim 6 ? in 
which the supporting cord is provided 

10 with knots or projections to prevent 
separation of the hooks. 

8. A decoy according to any of the pre- 
ceding Claims i to 4, characterised in 
that the body is so suspended that it is 

15 capable of free movement in all 
directions. 

9. A decoy according to CJaini 3, in 
which the resilient devices connecting the 
wings to the Ihody comprise springs 

20 which, at one end, are connected to 
hinged arms on the underside of the body 
and, at the other end, to cord or like 

- loops on the underside of the wings. 



.10. A decoy according to any of the 
preceding Claims 1 to 9 characterised in 
that the wings are detachably mounted 
on the Ibody. 

11. A decoy according to Claim 10, 
characterised in that said wings are 
hinged to wire frames which are received 
in vertical slots in the body and are 
retained therein by hooks which engage in 
the loops. 

12. A decoy according to any of the 
preceding Claims 1 to 11, provi'ded with 
pivoted tail plates. ** 

13. The improved decoy, substantially 
as described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. 

Dated this 15th day of June, 1933. ' 
GEE & Co., 
Patent Agents, - 
Staple House, 51 and 52, Chancery Lane, 
London, W.C. 2, 
Agents for the Applicant. 
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